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Of course at the time I was hardly conscious of the changes
that were occurring in my own mind. Like everyone about
me I was chiefly conscious of boredom, heat, dirt, lice,
privation, and occasional anger. It is quite different now.
This period which then seemed so futile and eventless is
now of great importance to me. It is so different from the
rest of my life that already it has taken on the magic quality
which, as a rule, belongs only to memories that are years
old. It was beastly while it was happening, but it is a good
patch for my mind to browse upon. I wish I could convey
to you the atmosphere of  that time.
George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia, pp. 83-89
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